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,{,SIANiPACIAC Ail,IERICAN SOCIETY, INC.

CONSTITUTION

.{RTICLE I Irrnorv ve all vou who rvitness hereof,
bv these presents, that there shall be
a Louisiana Corporation rvhich shall
be lnorvn and designated bv tlie
nanre ASI.{N/PACIFIC,{UERIC.L\
S0CIEry INC. (APAS, sonretimes
hereinafter referred t0 as the
?corporation? or the
?organization?). Said Corporation
mal' have a corporate seal. It shall
have the power and authorih' to
contract, sue and be sued. to
receive, hold, acquire and dispose of
as well il.s niortgage, let, and,/or lease
anv kind of propertri real, personal
and mlred, not erceeding thc lirnit
flred bv Iarr. under such br,-lau's.
rules and regulat ions as thc
{ssociation rnav deenr requisite and
necessarv for the proper
nranagenrent. preservation ancl
sovenrntent of the affairs of said
corporation and to alter or arnend
such bi.larvs and rules at pleasure
with an understanding that said
Corporation shall be a non-profit
Corporation sub ject to and
soverned, in part, bv Section j0l of
the Internal Relenue Code of the
Linited States of Anterica.

ARTICLE II The purpose of this corporation is to
provide an organization for the
,Sian and Pacific furiericans in the
State of Louisiana and gulf-states
area for mutual support, cultural
erchange, cultural unit,rl and
interacti0n rvith American socien' at-
large. This organization sliall be a
nonprofit corporatiotl iu defined bv
Louisiana Revised Statues. Title 12,

Chapter 2, Section 201, et seq. and
shall be organized exclusivelv for
charitable, religious, education
and/or scientific purposes under
Section 501(c)(3) of the Inrernal
Revierv Code of the United States of
America. This non-profit
organization shall be devoted to
enhancing education, ethnic pride
and dissenr inat ing cul tural
r\\ 'xreness to urd promoting
benveen relations rvith larger
communihl In furtherance of such
purposes, this corporation shall
have all the powers granted to
nonprofit corporations under the
lau' of thc Statc of Lorrisiant.

Part of the net earnings of this
corporat ion shal l  insure to the
benefit of, or be distributable to its
rnernbe rs. trustees. officers, or
other private pers0lls, except that
the organization shall be authorized
and empowered to pav reasonable
cOnrpensati0n for services rendered
and to nrake pavn'lents and
distributions in flrtherance of the
purposcs set forth in the purpose
clause hereof. No substantial part of
the activities of the corporation shall
be the carrving on of propaganda. or
other*'ise attentpting to influence
legislation, and the corporation shall
not participate in, or intervene in
( including the publ ishing 0r
distribution of statements) and
political campaign on behalf of anv
candidate for public office
Nonvithstanding anv provision of
this drtcunrent, the organization
shall not carr,v on anv activities not
perrnitted to be carried on (a) by an
organization exempt from federal
income tar under Section 501(c) (3)
of the Internal Revenue Code. or



corresponding section of anr' future
tar code, 0r (b) br, an organization.
contributions to rvhich are
deductible under Secrion 170(c)(2)
of the Internal Revenue Code. or
corresponding secti0n of anv ftrture
tiu code. (c) upon the dissolution of
the organization, assets shall be
distributed for one 0r more erentpt
purposes within the nreaning of
Section j0l (c) (3) of the Internal
Revenue Code, or corresponding
section of anv lirture tar code, or
shall be distributed ro the federal
government, 0r to a state or local
sovernrnent for a pLrblic purp0se.

ARTICLE III The dornicile of this corporatiorr
shall be in the Cin' of \eri' Orlcans,
Parish of 0rleans, State of Louisiana.

ARTICLE IV
Section l: i'he officers of this corporation shall

be a Chairnran, l'irst \Iice-Chairrnan,
Second Vice-Chairntan, Secretary
and Treasurcr.

Scction 2: l 'hc Chairnran shall preside at all
general nteetings of the corporation,
and tlte Board of Directors and he
shall be er-officio rnenrber of all
conrnrittees of the corp<tratron. The
Chairnran or his designcc shall be
the oificial spokesrlan for this
corporation,

Section 3: The l ' irst Vice-Chairman shall
discharge the duties of the Chairmarr
in his absence or disabil if i , or in the
cuse of a vacancv in the office. The
First Vice-Chairnt.ln shall be readilv
available for counseling rvith the
Chairntan and for relieving the
Chairntan as nruch as possible of
burdensome duties.

Section 4: The Second Vice-Chairman shall
disclrarge the duties of the
Chairrnan in his absence and the
absence of the First Vice-Chairman.
or in the case of a vacancy in the
office of Chairnran and First Vice-
Chairrnan. The Second Vice_
Chairman shall be readilv available
for counseling with the Chairman
and for relieving the Chairnian and
F'irst \jice-Chairnran as much as
possible of bLrrdensome duties.

Section 5: 
' l 'he Secrctary shall keep the
nrinutes of all Executive Comntittee
and fioard of Directors nteetings 0f
the corporation and ant other
rncetings called br, the Chairman;
shall rnaintain a rcgister or roll of
thc nrembers and call the roll ri'hen
required: shall notifr officers.
cornrrrittees, and delegates of their
appoirntnrents and furnislr
conrrrrittees ri ' i th all docunrents
referrcd to thern; shall sign rvith the
Chairnran all orders on the
I'reasurer authorized bv the
corpor"ation, unless cltheru isc
specifled in thc by-larvs; shall
present lte\\ '  organizational or
sponsor rnenrbcrship applications to
the Bc,ard of Directors for approval:
shall send out proper notices of all
meetings n'hen necessar\,: shall
conduct thc correspondence of the
corporation: shall prepare at' l
agenda prior t0 and to be distributed
at each meeting; shall be seated
near the Chainnan at all meetings
and in the absence of the Chairman
and Vice-Chairmen shall preside
over the election of a Chairman-pro-
Tem; shall niaintain a log of all
properf,v orvned by the corporation,
indicating the storage and location.



Section 6

Sectiort 7:

Section 8

Section 9:

The Treasurer shall collect and have
the custodv of all dues and ftrnds of
the corporation. rvhich shall be
deposited in the bank designated
bv the Board of Directors, shall
disburse the funds of the
corporation. and shall be
responsible for all necessarv reports
to be filed with vari0us go\'ernrnent
agencies or t0 the Board of Directors
and general menrbership.
The Treasurer shall be specificallv
vested ivith the authoritr, to
reinrburse up to $ 100.00 for a single
transaction u,ithoLrt the prior
approval of the Board of Directors.
Anv such disbursements shall be for
Lrnbudeeted reinrbursenrents onh:
All such reinrbursenrents nrust be
approved bv the Board of Directors
thereafter. Anv reinrbursenrents n0t
conteniplated in this paragraph
shall require the prior approval of
the Board of Directors.

Thc ternr of office for the officcrs of
this corporation shall bc hvo vcars,
but all officers except the Chairmarr
rvill be eligible to serve consecutive
terns. The Chairnran shall not be
eligible to serve consecutive ternrs.

The officcrs shall be elected or rc-
elected in the fall. in the manner
prescribed b1' the bv-larvs.

The Erecutive Conrrnittee of this
corporat ion shal l  consist  of  thc
elected officers.

Section 1l: lacanr:ies among officers and the
Board of Directors shall be filled bv
appointment bv the Chairman after
obtaining the consent of the
appointee and, in the case of
officers, the approval ofthe Board of
Directors.

AR]]CLE V

Section l: The direction and administration of
this corporation shall be vested in
the Board of Directors.

Section 2: The elected officers of this
corporation are autonraticallv
considered m directors.

Section 3: Nlenrb,ers of the Board of Directors
shall be appointed bv the Chairman
and must be approved b\,a nrajorifr,
vote of all the elected officers.

Section 4: The inrrnediate pint Chairman shall
serve the corporation as an ex-
officio and a director for a one (1)
vear tenl follorving his
administration.

Sectiort 5: I'he Board of Directors will consist
of  n i r reteen (  19) menrbers
sirtecn ( 16) rnernbers fronr the
{sian organization and three (.1)
from the at-large general
ntembr:rsliip.

Section (r: The number of directors from any
single {sian/Pacific countrv shall
not erceed four (4) at anv given
time.

Section 7: The terms of all directors, except the
elected officers, is one (l) vear.

N{embers of the Board of Directors
and the Executive Committee shall

Section i0: The Erecutive Conimittee shall
conduct the business of  the
corporation befl i 'een Board of
Directors nteetings.

Section 8:



attend the regular and special Board
or Erecutive Committee meetings.
If a member of the Board of
Directors or Executive Committee
fails to attend a certain percentage of
tsoard or Executive Committee
rneetings a^s prescribed in the bv-
lau's, he or she is subject to removal
fronr the Board 0r Erecutive
Conrnrittee bv the malorih vote 0f
the entire E-xecutive Comnrittee.

Section !: Fifh' percent (i0%) of the entire
Board of Directors shall constiture a
quorunl.

Section 2: 0licNIZdTION MEMBERSHIP
The organizational membership
shall include:

a. Asiart/Pacific non-profit corporations;
b. Asian4acific clubs, associations and

so,cieties: and
c. AstianrPacific religious organizations.

0rganizational mentbership shall be
obtained onlv bv forrnal application
to the tsoard of Direcrors.
Application for nrembership of all
orqanizational members shall be
reneu'cd gr er)' t\\'o vears
correspondine u'ith the election of
the corporations officers.
Poiit ical and/or quasi polit ical
organizations are specificallr,
e.rcrluded fronr ntembershin hereto.

ARTICLE VII

Section 1: The meering of the Board of
Directors nrav be called bv the
Chairrnan in consultation rvith the
Erecutive Conrntittee.

Section 2: A general rnenrbership meeting shall
be ,talled at least once a vear during
November or December to elect
olfirlers a-s provided in the br.larvs.

ARI'ICLE VIII

Section 1: Thil; constitution may be anended
b.t, n 213 vote of the entire tloard of
Dircctor:.

Section 2: The bv-lau's of this corporation rnav
be a.mended bv a majority vote of the
Board of Directors present at a
meeting constituting a quorum.

.{RTICLE \TI

Section 1:

2

b.

LNDNT)UAI, AND F,{N{ILY ]\ILN,IBESHIP

ll lembership ntust be of Asian
descent .  born in  the U.S.  or
nrtural ized cit izens. Indir, iduals not
of{sian descent nrav be adntitted as
nrernbers provided their nLrntbcr at
anv t inle shall  not erceecl ten
percenr ( l0%) of t l ie total
nrenrbership of the corporation.

Nlenrbers shall be classified as
Indir,idual or l'anrily nrentbers. The
corporation may also enlist Sponsor
menrberships, bLrt in no instance
shall anv Sponsor ntenrber be
afforded r oting or other
nrenrbership r ights in the
coryorati0n. Nso Sponsor rnenrbers
nrust establish a liaison to rvork *'ith
the corporation and keep the
c0rporati0n apprised of anv changes
thereto.



,{SIAN/PACMC AIT{ERICAI{ SOCMTY, INC.

ARTICLE I

BY.LAWS

IJLECTION

Section l: Election of officers shall be held
everv hto vears and on the even
vear, in the ntonth ofNoventber, but
no later than Novernber 15 of any
calendar vear.

Section 2: Election of officers sliall be held bt'
u'ritten ballot. I pturalifi' of t'otes
ca-st shall be necessarv to elect.
Neu'lv elected officers of the
corporation shall have ftrll authoritv
of their offices upon electiott.

Section 3: The Board of Directors shall fornr a
Noniinating Cornntittee at lemt three
(3) months before each election.

Section 4: The Nonrinating Conrrnittee shall
consist of at least three (3)

nientbers in good standing (dues
having been paid), who are not
candidates for office. but in n0 event
shall the nontinating con)nlittcc
consist clf an even nunrber of
rnenrbers. nor shall i t consist of
more than one ntember of anv
niember communitt The
Chairman of the Norninating
Contmittee shall be selected by the
Chairman of APAS front the
comnrittee members selected bt' the
Board of Directors.

Section 5: It shall be the dun of the
Nonrinatine Contnrittee to:

Consider the candidacy of any
eli$ble member in good standing;
Secune the consent of those
proprlsed for election to be
candidates for office;
Endeavor to secure at least n"o (2)

candidates for each elective office.
providing that in the judgnent of
the Committee, such candidates are
qualifted for that office; and
Ensure the publication of the
election date and nominating
deadlines in the APAS newsletter 0r
by oilher nreans at least trvo (2)
months pnor to the election.

furv rnenrber in good standing as of
April 15 of the year of the election
rnav be norninated, with his or her
consent. upon the proposal of at
least three (3) nrenrben in good
standing. The name of the
individual to be noniinated shall be
subrrritted t0 the Nontinatirtg
Conrniittee Cliairnran in writ ing.
l'he d,eadline to sLrbmit names to the
\ornurat i r rg Corrrnt i t tee for
consideration for a position on the
ballot for anv general election shall
be no later than October 25 of the
vear in nfiich the election is to be
held

The fionrinating Cornnrittee shall be
responsible for conducting the
election including verifving the
menrbership status of voters.
counting the ballots, and declaring
the winner.

All nrenrbers in good standing as
defined in Article III. Section 2 of the
bvlau's are eligible to participate in
the election process. Individuals
above the age of 18 shall have one
(1) vote, families shall have ̂

d.I
I

I
I
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J

c .

Section 6:

Section 7:

Section 8:



ARTICLE II

Sect ion 1:

Section 2:

.\RTICLE III

Section 1:

Section 2

Section 3:

ARTICLE N

Section 1:

mzximum of hvo (2) votes br-rt in no
instance shall anr,person be eligible
to cast more tlian one \,ote.

APPOINTNIENTS

The Chairmiur rlill request fronr the
Presiden[/Chairnrm or Chairperson of
each Asian organization one/fir,o
names of individuals fronr their
organizations to ser\,e on the Board of
Directon. The individual(s) appointed
u'ill be notified prior to Jzuruan' lst.
This action is to be taken in Noventlxr
or Decenrber of each ve'ar.

The general menibership rvill be
notif ied of the vacancics on tlre
Board of I)ircctors and thlrt
appl icat ions are being acccpte d.
I 'he individual(s) appointed u'i l l  be
notif ied prior to Januarv lst. This
acti0n is to be taken in Novenrber or
Decenrber of each vear.

J\IE]VIBERSHIP

Drres  ̂re $10.00 per Indiv idual
nrenrbership and $20.00 per Fanrilv
nte rnbership.

,\ ntenrber in goocl strulding shall be
defined as a rncrnbcr u'ho hiu paid
hisAer dues (in thc event of an
election vear, the rnember has paid
their dues at lemt thirn' (30) davs
before elect ion end their
rnernbership status is not under
suspensron or erpulsiort according
to Article II of the bv-larvs).

Annual dues for Sponsor
nrenrbership shall be $i0.00.

NlEETINGS

membership meeting will be sent t0
all LctivelTull nrernbers and to the
Presidentl Chairman or Chairperson
of all Asian organizations.

STANDING COMMITTEES

There shall be eight (8) standing
cornnrittees as follorvs: Annual
Heritage f estir,al, Civic.
Comr"nunication, Education,
Finance, Menrbership, Program.
and Sports.
The Chairperson of each standing
committee shall be appointed bv the
Chairnian of the Board with a.
majorifv vote of the elected officers.
' l 'he rnernbers of each standitrg
conlnittee shall be appointed bv the
resp(3ctive chairperson and their
nAnres ere to be reoorted to the
Board of Directors.
The nrenibers of each stancling
conrmittee shall serve unti l either 1)
the nrernber rcsigns, 2) the rnernber
is rernoved bv a 2ij vote of the
Board of Directors, or 3) bv the
rules; sct up bv each standing
conrnrittee.

EXPTILSION {\D SUSPENSION

The Board of Directors shall havc
the p,qlvgr bv a 213 vote of all of the
Board of Directors to e-xpel anv
member from the membership or
suspr:ncl thenr fronr the privileges of
the corporation for a definite period
for a grave violation of the rLrles
and/or conduct prejudicial t0 the
interr:st of the corporation after a
hearing, at rvliich the nrember shall
have a right to be heard in his or her
oun behalf.

The Board of Directors shall have

ARTICLE V

Sect ion l :

Section 2

Section 3:

Section 4:

ARTICI,E VI

Sectir.rrt l:

Notif ication of the seneral
Section 2:



the porver bv a 213 vote of all of the
Board of Directors to erpel anv
member of the Board of Directors or
Executive Conintittee fronr their
respective position for a grave
violation of the rules and/or conduct
prejudicial ro the interest of the
corporation after a hearing, at rvhich
the nrernber shall have a risht to be
heard in his or her ou,n belialf.

ARTICLE }'II RENIOIAT OF DIRECTOR FROil,I
THE tsO.{RI)

ll{embers of the Board of Directors
and the Executive Cornntittee shall
attend the regular and special board
nrectings. If a nrentber of the Uoard
of l ) i rectors or the Erecut ive
Contrnittee fails to attend 507" of thc
rcgular or special rneetinss. helslie
is subject to rernor'al frorl thc Board
or the E-recutive Cornnrittee bv the
nrajorifi' vote of the entrre Executive
Conrrnittee.


